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Intravenous Injections of Neosalvarsan with Syringe,— Zumhuiich 
(Wien. klin. Wooh., 1913, xxvi, 1305) has given 337 intravenous injec¬ 
tions of neosalvarsan in concentrated form by means- of a syringe to 
149 cases and considers that this method is far preferable to the gravity 
method of injecting dilute solutions of neosalvarsan. The chief advan¬ 
tages are the rapidity of treatment and thesimplicity of the apparatus. 
The usual dose of 0.75 to 0.9 gm. of neosalvarsan is dissolved in 20 c.c. 
of solution and the injection is made by means of a 20 c.c. Ricord 
syringe. The only apparatus reqidred consists of the syringe, needle, 
and sterile glass for ranking the solution. 


The Intravenous Injection of Neosalvarsan In Concentrated Solution. 

—Schrideu ( Miinch. mcd. Woch., 1913, lx, 1993) advocates the use 
of intravenous injections of a concentrated solution of neosalvarsan 
in place of the injection of the more dilute solution, usuolly given. 
The usual dose of 0.76 gm. of neosalvarsan dissolved in 10 c.e. of normal 
salt solution is injected directly into the vein by their method. Schriber 
has used these injections extensively and has given them to individual 
patients once a week over long periods of time without untoward 
effects. These injections give rise to no greater general reaction than 
those observed when the drug is given in more dilute solutions. No 
irritation at the site of injection has been observed with the use of 
this concentrated solution. Schriber is of the opinion that this method 
of injection is a distinct advance and makes neosalvarsan a practical 
drug for general practice. 

Radium in Internal Medicine.— Rowntreb and Baetjer (Jour. 
Amer. Mcd. Assoc., 1913, Ixi, 1438) give a summary of the physiological 
and therapeutic effects of radium as observed by many European 
authors. They find that the consensus of opinion i3 that the use of 
radium is attended with an increased urinary uric acid output and 
that disappearance of deposits (tophi or artificial deposits) is hastened. 
Radium is given in the form of baths in radio-active water and the 
benefits derived in many of the European spas 13 now attributed to 
the inhalation, of radium emanation us it constantly escapes from the 
surface of the water. Radium is also given by subcutaneous injection, 
as a local application such as compresses to the skin and internally by 
drinking radio-active water. The best method is by inhalation, but 
this i3 very expensive requiring a special air tight room or cabinet. 
The authors believe that the value of radium is unquestionably estab¬ 
lished in chronic and subacute arthritis of all kinds (luetic and tuber¬ 
culous excepted), acute and clironic joint and muscular rheumatism, 
in gout, sciatica, neuralgia, polyneuritjs, lumbago, and the lancinating 
pain of tabes. In certain other diseases it is said to be of value, but 
here the evidence is not so convincing, This list is a varied one and 
includes chronic bronchitis, clironic pharyngitis, pneumonia, myo¬ 
carditis, arteriosclerosis, vasomotor disturbances, Raynaud’s disease, 
scleroderma, idiopathic enlargement of the lymph nodes and chronic 
constipation. Rowntree and Baetjer give tables to show the results 
obtained in the different diseases of 471 cases of chronic arthritis and 
chronic rheumatism as described by 23 authors, 371 were improved, 
and of these 102 were cured. Of 24 eases of arthritis deformans reported 
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by seven observer?, 16 showed improvement. Of 59 eases of muscular 
rheumatism, 49 were either cured or improved. Of 166 cases of gout, 
86 were influenced for the better. Of 59 cases of neuralgia, 47 were 
improved, of which 25 were practically cured. Of 115 cases of sciatica 
treated by 18 different authors, benefit was observed ill 91 instances, 
although some of the cases were of long standing. In 44 cases of tabes, 
the lightning pains were alleviated in 26 instances, for long periods of 
time in some instances. Rowntrce and Baetjer also cite a series of 
18 cases including a considerable variety of affections where their 
personal experiences with this method of treatment were not so favor¬ 
able, as the published work of European observers indicates. However, 
they do not wish to draw conclusions from so small a series and further¬ 
more the cases treated have been a severe test of the treatment since 
they comprised these cases which had been given the benefit of all 
other forms of treatment without bony improvement. Rowntree and 
Baetjer believe that the introduction of radium emanatoriurns in a 
large number of German spas, ns well as the establishment of a radium 
institute ia Berlin express confidence in this method on the part of 
the profession abroad and this subject should be carefully investigated 
until its real value can be definitely established and its limitations 
rationally outlined. 
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Treatment at Diphtheria Carriers with Bouillon Cultures of Staphy¬ 
lococcus Pyogenes Aureus.— J. D. Rolleston (.Brit. Jour. Child. Dis., 
1913, x, 298) reviewed the reported cases of diphtheria carriers treated 
by cultures of the staphylococcus pyogenes aureus and found the total 
number reported to be about 60, and with a few exceptions the observa¬ 
tions were confined to the United States. In almost nil the cases, the 
throats of the carriers were sprayed or swabbed with a bouillon culture 
of the staphylococcus. In most of the cases negative cultures were 
obtained in 48 to 72 hours after this form of treatment lied been 
begun. The method was shown to be most successful in typical carrier 
cases and less so in cases with clinical symptoms. Rolleston used this 
treatment in 10 cases, comprising 4 adults, and six children. In 8 the 
fauces and in 2 the nose alone had been involved and all had reached 
an advanced stage of convalescence. The palate, fauces, and in the 
nasal cases the nostrils ns well were sprayed 3 or 4 times a day with 
broth cultures of pure staphylococci incubated for 18 to 24 iiours. 
In all but 2 cases a mild form of sore throat was produced with con¬ 
siderable malaise but with very slight fever. These symptoms were 
of short duration and were not followed by any complication. The 
average time the treatment was begun in this series was the fifty-second 
day of the condition. In the 6 faucial cases the findings became 



